Choosing the Right Bible Translation

A free guide from Bible Empire Kampala
Shop AF 46, Mukwano Arcade

Walking into a bookshop and seeing NIV, NLT, K]V, and Luganda editions side by side
can feel overwhelming, especially if you're buying a first Bible, a gift, or one for a child.
There is no single "correct" translation. The right one depends on who it is for and how
it will be read. This guide breaks down the most common options in plain language.

1. NIV (New International Version)

A balance between accuracy to the original text and everyday readability.

» Widely used across churches in Uganda, so it is a safe, familiar choice for
most adult readers.

* Good for: personal study, church use, first-time Bible owners.

2. NLT (New Living Translation)

» Written in a more conversational, easy-flowing style.

» Easier for new believers, younger readers, or anyone who finds older
language style difficult.

* Good for: new Christians, teenagers, casual daily reading.
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3. Luganda Bible (Baibuli y'Oluganda)
» For readers who understand and connect more deeply with scripture in
their mother tongue.

« Common in home devotions, church services conducted in Luganda, and
among older family members.

* Good for: Luganda-speaking households, church groups, multigenerational
families.

4. Children's Bibles

« Simplified language and often illustrated, designed to introduce Bible stories
in an age-appropriate way.

» Good for: children learning Bible stories for the first time, Sunday school
gifts, family devotion time with young kids.

5. KJV (King James Version), for reference

» Traditional, formal language style. It is still used in some churches and by
readers who grew up with it.

* Good for: readers who prefer the traditional language style, or households
already using it.
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| Quick Guide: Which One Should You Choose?

Buying your first Bible NIV (New International Version)
A new believer or teenager NLT (New Living Translation)
More comfortable reading in Luganda Baibuli y'Oluganda

Buying for a child Children's Bible

Used to traditional church language KJV (King James Version)

Need Personalized Help?

Not sure which one is right for you or someone you're buying for? Come see us
at Shop AF 46, Mukwano Arcade, or message us on WhatsApp. We are happy to
help you find the right fit, in the right language, at the right price. Same-day
delivery is available within Kampala, along with timely delivery upcountry.

Bible Empire Kampala

WhatsApp: +256 789 067932
Open Monday to Sunday, 8:00 AM to 7:30 PM
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